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4 3 2 1
Complete 
Sentences

Produced complete 
sentences, correcting 
inappropriate fragments and 
run-ons.

One incomplete 
sentence.

Two or three 
incomplete 
sentences.

Four or more 
incomplete 
sentences.

Topic 
Sentence

Produced a clear and logical 
topic sentence.

Topic sentence needed 
strengthened.

Topic sentence is
not related to 
the paragraph.

Topic sentence was 
not evident.

Relevant 
Details

Provided a sufficient amount 
of supporting details relating 
to the topic sentence.

More supporting details 
needed relating to the 
topic needed.

Little supporting 
details were
evident.

No supporting 
details were evident.

Transition
Words

Used a variety of transitional 
words and phrases to 
manage the sequence of the
paragraph.

Used some transitional 
words and phrases
appropriately.

More transition 
words needed.

No transition words 
were evident.

Closing 
Sentence

Provided a conclusion that 
follows the paragraph
different from the topic 
sentence.

Provided a conclusion 
but it needed 
strengthened.

Provided a 
vague or 
incomplete 
conclusion.

Conclusion was not 
evident.

C.U.P.S. Used grade-level 
capitalization, verb usage, 
punctuation, and spelling.

Some C.U.P.S, errors. Several C.U.P.S. 
errors.

Needs more time to
correct C.U.P.S.

Total Score Comments:

________
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